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ITHACA 
'The ABC's of American Composers" 
Commando March (1943) 
Down a Country Lane (1962) 
A Curse and a Blessing (1949) 
The Curse of Balor of the Evil Eye 
The Blessing of Lugh of the Shining Face 
Samuel Barber 
(1910-1981) 
4' 
Aaron Copland 
(1900-1990) 
Trans. by Patterson 
3' 
Henry Cowell 
(1897-1965) 
6' 
Concertino for Marimba and Band, op. 21b (1940) Paul Creston 
(1906-1985) 
18' Vigorous 
Calm 
Lively 
Gordon Stout, marimba 
INTERMISSION 
Southwestern Sketches (1960) 
.... . : . 
Autobiography, Part 1 (1979) 
1894: Cherry Street 
1899: South Omaha 
1900: Com Cows, and Music 
Sandpaper Ballet 
Samuel Adler 
(b. 1928) 
12' 
Robert Russell Bennett 
(1894-1981) 
7' 
Leroy Anderson 
(1908-1975) 
3' 
Gordon Stout, sandpaper blocks 
ivertimento (1980) 
In Memoriam; March, "The BSO Forever" 
Leonard Bernstein 
(1918-1990) 
4' 
Photographic, video, and sound recording and I or transmitting devices are not permitted 
in the Whalen Center concert halls. Please turn off all cell phone ringtones. 
.• 
About the Program 
Samuel Barber was one of the most professionally successful of 
America's 20th Century composers. Although he used contemporary 
techniques in his compositions, his music remained accessible, 
conservative and melodic. Commando March was written just after 
his 2"d symphony for the US Army Air Corps. For the march, he e 
was ordered by an Air Corps general to compose a march in quarter- ·. 
tones, to symbolize the progressive nature of that branch of the 
service. However, the mild-mannered Barber stayed with his own 
style and it was given a highly successful premiere in Atlantic City 
in 1943. 
Aaron Copland has been called the "dean of American music." 
Known as an excellent conductor, pianist, writer and teacher, he 
composed many of America's best known classical works including 
Appalachian Spring and Billy the Kid. Down a Country Lane, from 
Copland's Youth Orchestra Series started as a piano piece. The tone 
poein begins with a flowing pastoral melody in the upper 
woodwinds and a vibraphone and moves forth with simplicity and 
gentleness. 
Henry Cowell was a prolific, innovative and eccentric composer 
who produced a body of work that represented the both the radica!. 
and the traditional. He originated the word "tone cluster" for W 
groups of adjacent piano notes he played with his elbows, yet he 
never abandoned his love for tonal folk music. Writing original · 
band works (36 compositions, 14 published) resulted from an 
unusual circumstance - his imprisonment. He was convicted on a 
morals charge in 1936 and was sentenced to a 15-year term at San 
Quentin. One of the few creative outlets at San Quentin was the 
prison band. A Curse and a Blessing's two movements were 
composed eleven years apart and the work was premiered by the 
Ernest Williams School Band, conducted by Percy Grainger. 
Few contemporary American symphonic composers have shown 
more active interest in writing music for band than Paul Creston. 
Completely self-taught in harmony, counterpoint, orchestration 
and composition, he became one of the most widely performed 
composers of the 201h century. This three-movement work is the 
first composition for marimba and band. It has gradually become 
accepted as one of the major works for percussionists. The Vigorous-
Calm-Lively format is traditional, but <;>therwise the concertino 
sounds freshly American with both lush and expressive melodies 
and challenging rhythmic figures . 
Samuel Adler was eleven years of age when his family immigrated to 
the United States from Mannheim, Germany and eleven years after 
that he was wearing a US military uniform and conducting the US 
rh Army Symphony in Germany. His compositional output 
includes over 400 published works in all media including five 
operas, six symphonies, and numerous chamber works. Southwestern 
Sketches was commissioned by New Mexico State University for that 
state's soth anniversary. The music describes the rugged vastness of 
the Southwest with almost rambunctious exuberance but there are 
(lmusical contrasts that reflect both the softer aspects of its nature 
and the people as well. Listen for the brief quote of the hymn 
"Fairest Lord Jesus." 
Robert Russell Bennett was one of the most versatile American 
composers of his time. He scored all or part of 300 Broadway shows. 
In his peak season he had 22 shows running concurrently in New 
York. He wrote over 30 film scores and won an Academy Award for 
his orchestration of the movie version of Oklahoma. He wrote for 
every medium from television to opera, from chamber music to 
symphonies, from organ sonatas to compositions for band. On 
suggestion that Bennett write an autobiography, he used the 
musical language of the concert band instead of the English 
language and the result is this delightful work. The movements' 
subtitles give us hints as to what Bennett remembers. The first 
subtitle, "Born on a hill by a railroad track. Our home was a 
mansion-or was it a shack?" The second movement is subtitled, 
"The head said piu vivo-the feel said ritard. Talking was easy but 
~-walking was hard, limping around in a lumber yard." The third ~ movement is subtitled, "Haying the horses and slopping the pigs-
anq playing sonatas and rags and jigs." 
We celebrate the centennial of Leroy Anderson's birth this year. 
The master of the American song form, Anderson includes in his 
resume the arranger for the Boston Pops as well as conductor of the 
Harvard University Band. His music has been likened to the 
paintings of Norman Rockwell in their capturing of the spirit of the 
times. Sandpaper Ballet uses sounds of the real world, as in his The 
Typewriter and Sleigh Ride. It is nostalgic, clever and unique. 
Leonard Bernstein attained sudden fame substitute-conducting the 
New York Philharmonic at the age of 25. He also became noted as a 
composer, lecturer, pianist, author and teacher. With compositions 
as diverse as West Side Story, Mass and various symphonic works, 
he epitomizes American spirit and invention. Divertimento was 
written for the centenary of the Boston Symphony in 1980. As the 
t4ftitle implies the piece is a diversion and uses the two-note motif (BC 
~ for Boston Centenary). Played tonight is the final movement, a 
serious meditation followed by a raucous send-up. 
About the Artist 
Gordon Stotit (b.1952) is currently Professor of Percussion at the 
School of Music, Ithaca College, Ithaca, New York where he has 
taught percussion since 1980. A composer as well as percussionist 
who specializes on marimba, he has studied composition with 
Joseph Schwantner, Samuel Adler and Warren Benson, and 
percussion wi.th James Salmon and John Beck. 
As a composer-recitalist he has premiered a number of his original 
compositions and works by other contemporary composers. Many 
of his compositions for marimba are published, and have already 
become standard repertoire for marimbists worldwide. 
A frequent lecture-recitalist for the Percussive Arts Society, he has ~ 
appeared at twelve International PAS Conventions to date, as 
featured marimbist, as well as throughout the United States and 
Canada, Europe, Japan, Taiwan, Thailand, Singapore, Hungary and 
Mexico. In May of 1983 he performed clinics and recitals in France, 
Germany, Holland and Belgium with "transcendental virtuosity", 
being described as "the Rubinstein of all aspects of the marimba". 
Gordon was on the Jury of the 1st and 2nd Leigh Howard Stevens 
International Marimba Competitions during the summers of 1995 
and 1998. In t_he summer of 1998 he was a featured marimbist at th 
World Marimba Festival in Osaka, Japan and he was a member of 
the jury for the 2nd and 3rd World Marimba Competitions in 
Okaya, Japan and Stuttgart, Germany respectively. In the summer of 
2006 he was a member of the jury at the International Marimba 
Competition in Linz, Austria. On new years day in 2006 he 
conducted a 100 person marimba orchestra in the National Concert 
Hall in Taipei, Taiwan as part of the Taiwan International Percussion 
Convention. 
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